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Body very flat.
No ocelli.

ClMICIDJE.

Hemelytra and wings practically absent.

This family contains only about a dozen species, most of
which are widely distributed.
They are small, reddish-brown insects, round in shape and
very flat. The head is short and broad, with four-jointed
antennae and somewhat prominent compound eyes; there are
no ocelli. The rostrum rests in a groove beneath the head.
The prothorax is well developed. The legs are moderately
long, with three-jointed tarsi. The hemelytra are very rudi-
mentary and wings are absent, so that the broad, flat abdomen
is left uncovered.
All the members of this family are parasitic on the bodies
of mammals and birds. The ill-famed bed-bug (Cimex lectu-
larius) belongs to this family, and is often found in the habita-
tions of man. The life-history has been worked out. Oblong,
sculptured eggs are laid in cracks of furniture, flooring, etc.;
they are provided at one end with a lid for the emergence of
the nymphs, which takes place in from five to ten days after
the laying of the eggs. Five moults are undergone before
maturity is reached, and in favourable conditions are effected
in two months -; but the life-history can be greatly prolonged
should the conditions be unfavourable. During cold weather
the bugs become torpid, laying up in cracks, etc. Before each
moult, and before the process of egg-laying, a meal of blood
seems to be required. When the bug wishes to suck blood, it
injects saliva into the wound made by its piercing organ,
causing a flow of blood to the spot, enabling the bug to gorge
itself unhindered. Bed-bugs are nocturnal, hiding away in
cracks and crannies during the day. They are possessed of an
offensive smell. Cockroaches and Red Ants are the best-
known natural checks on these noisome insects.
Other members of the family infest birds and bats, and in
general characters are similar to the bed-bug.
Four species are found in Britain, of which the notorious
C. lectularius is the best known.
Beside the mere fact of their unpleasantness, bed-bugs are